‘Gun’ in

By JAMI BERNARD

T'S yet another feature film de-

but In a year full of them, as
Stacy Cochran writes and directs
“My New Gun" a laconic, dead-
pan story about how a suburban
housewife's life is changed when
her husband gives her & handgun
to protect herself.

“My New Gun” is a celebration
of not so much a style as an atti-
tude, and it sustains this special
attitude perfectly with the help of
a creeping, jazzy soundtrack and
well-blended performances by Di-
ane Lane asthe housewife Debbie
and James LeGros as Skippy, the
strange nelghbor deropa the way. .

Coctran bas'ah eye for pettiag

humor out of the most Implausi-
bly stralght situations. For exam-
ple, Debbie and her husband (an
amusingly uptight 8tephen Col-
lins) are on the terrace of their
cookle-cutter, semli-detached sub-
urban townhouse, discussing Deb-
ble's new gun She doesn't want ft,
but it's too late, he's already
bought it; they need protection, he
says. The camera observes the
conversation from a stationary
position at a good distance; trom
that view, the couple can be seen
as barricaded, practically jalled
inthelr fortress.

Ty gun mmediptly . causes.
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MY NEW GUN
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Debbie ................. Diane Lane
SKPPY s st sperpen.s James LeGros
(o, 11 - J—————: Stephen Collins
KiINYio s ey 088 Harper

RS Medis presents & film written
and directed by Stecy Cochran, pro-
duced b‘ Michael Rlynn, photo-
phed by Ed Lachman, edited by
amills Toniolo. Running time: ©9
minutes. Unrated. At the Angelika.
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ber (s spun, it shoots someone In
the foot, it wards off or invites
-treuble. Mqst of all, the very dan-
s_s'ol,‘(u paarness releases Deb-
o tteip hat suturban drudgery.

In the very first scene, her hus-
band drops the martint plitcher;
all things safely suburban are go-
ing tocrack.

Most of the characters start oft
ambiguously, with that very am-
blguity turning Into a shared
character trait even after their
motives are explained. In this
way, their suburban landscape I8
not devalued or used for chea
laughs, but Incorporated Into the
patternof their lives.

It's a given that the layout of one
house will be exactly the same as
the layout of the next, 30 that ev-
eryone has something in cornmon
— even If ia-one house there's a

. marrtage on the rocka, {p another,
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’burbs is loaded with huma
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& mother and son with a s«
Skippy may or may not be a
gerous killer, but he hag a t
set of golf clubs just [ike an
¢lse In town. And Debble (s n
totry on a new life for size, bu
still has her traditional matn
honor dress ready for her frie
approaching wedding.

“My New Gun"” i3 not as lot
directorlal debut as, say, Que
Tarantino's “Reservoir D¢
last week, yet 1t shows Cochr(
cool contral over pace, style

ber actors’ ong. Be
sos It on dtenight omr "




